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THE HARMONIST SOCIETY.* 


THIS Society had its origin 
in Wurtemburg,in Germany, about 
the year 1785, and was founded by 
George Rapp. The Lutheran re- 
ligion was then predominant in 
that country ; but in the opinion 
of Mr. Rapp, it was made an en- 
gine of power rather than a prin- 
ciple to regenerate the mind and 
regulate the life. He soon ob- 
tained a number of adherents who 
formed themselves into a society. 
But they were despised and perse- 
cuted, subjected to fines and 1m- 
prisonments, for their dissent from 
the dominant party. In 1803, 
Mr. Rapp with some others, as 
deputies for the society, arrived at 
Philadelphia ; and, passing into the 
western country, they fixed on a 
situation about 25 miles from 
Pittsburg. 

Having determined on a place 
of residence they . wrote to the So- 
ciety in Germany. In 1804 the 
whole Society consisting of about 
150 or 160 families embarked in 
three vessels at Amsterdam. One 
of the vessels arrived at Baltimore, 
the other two at Philadelphia, 
where Mr. Rapp was waiting to 
receive them. In November, 40 


of these families moved to the 
westward, a journey of 320 miles, 
built 9 log houses in which they 
resided during the winter. In the 
spring 50 more of the families ar- 
rived to join them ; and the socie- 
ty was organized by aconstitution 
grounded on Acts iv. 32—“And 
the multitude of them that believe 
ed were of one heart and one soul ; 
neither said any of them that ought 
of the things he possessed was his 
own, but they had all things in 
common.”’ 

Thus constituted they laid out 
atown, and in commemoration of 
their unity in sentiment and bro- 
therly affection, they called it Har- 
mony. This year they built 46 
log houses, a large barn and a 
grist-mill, cleared 150 acres of 
land for corn, 40 for potatoes, and 
15 fora meadow. In 1806, they 
built an inn, partly of stone, a 
framed barn 100 fect long, an oil- 
mill, a blue dyer’s shop, sunk a 
taunery, cleared 300 acres of land 
for corn and 58 for meadow. In 
1807, they erected a brick store- 
house, a saw-mill and a brewerv. 
400 acres of land were cleared for 
grain and meadow, aud 4 acres of 


*The principal facts now to be given relating to this amiable Society have 


been collected from the “Travels” of John Mellish. 
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vines were planted. In 1808, they 
built a mecting house of brick 70 
feet by 55, a brick dwelling-house 
a frame barn 80 feet long, anda 
bridge over a.creek of 220 feet. 

In 1809, they built a fulling- 
mill, a grist-mill, a brick ware- 
house,’and another brick building. 
A considerable quantity of land 
was cleared, and their produce 
was 6000 bushels of corn ; 4500 
of wheat, 4500 of rye, 5000 of 
oats, 10,000 of potatoes, 4000 lbs. 
of flax and hemp, and 50. gallons 
of sweet-oi!, made from ihe seeds 
of white poppy. 


In !810, a wool-carding ma- 
chine snd two spinning jennies 
were erected for the bstcicnsinl of 


broadcloth from merino wool, a 
framed barn 100 feet long, and a 
brick house, the lower story for 
the accommodation o' 20 weavers’ 
looms, the second for a_ school. 
room. 

When Mr. Miellish visited the 
Society it consisted of about 800 
members ‘The operative members 
were nearly as follows :—100 far- 
mers, 3 shepberds, 10 masons, 3 
stone cutters, 3 brick-makers, ¥0 
carpenters, 2 sawyers, 10 smiths, 
2 waggon-makers,3 turners, 2 nail- 
ers, 7 coopers, 3 rope makers, 10 
shoe-makers, 2 saddiers, 3 tanners, 
7 tailors, 1 soap-boiler, | brewer, 

4 distillers, 1 gardener, 2 grist- 
millers, 2 oil millers, 1 ‘butcher, 6 
joiners, 6 dyers, dressers, shearers, 
&c. 1 fuller, 2 hatters, 2 potters, 2 
warpers, ]°7 weavers, 2 carders, 8 
spinners, | rover, 1 minister of re- 
ligion, | school-master, | doctor, } 
store-keeper with two assistants, 1 
tavern-keeper with ore assistants 

When the Society was first es- 
tablished here, the whole of their 
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property, after defraying their ex. 
pences, amounted to about 20,000 
dollars, ‘This was soon expended 
in the payment for their lands and 
in supporting themselves till they 
could bring their industry into op. 
eration. But when Mr. Mellish 
was at Harmony, their property 
was estimated at 220,000 dollars, 
and they had cleared 2,500 acres, 
Frederic Rapp, son otf George 
Rapp, was the principal manager 
and superintendant. 

The youth of the society are 
kept at school till the age of 14. 
The school hours are in the fore. 
noon—the afternoon 1s devoted to 
such la’ our as they can easily per- 
form, it being a branch of their 
economy to teach their children 
to labor as well as to read and 
write. ‘They are taught both the 
German and English Janguages, 
with writing and arithmetic. 

The town is watched by night 
by two men. At nine o ’clock the 
watchman is heard to sav, * Again 
a day is past, and a step made 
nearer to our end—our time runs 
away, and the joys of heaven are 
our cama? ‘They repeat the lat- 
ter sentence at eleven, twelve, one 
and two o’clock, and at three they 
cail—‘Again a night is past, and 
the morning is come—our time 
runs away and the joys of heaven 
are our reward.’ 

‘«<In the evening, says Mr. Mel- 
lish, the Society assembled for di- 
vine service, and we attended.— 
The church was quite full, the 
number of persons being not less 
than 500. The women sat all at 
one end, and the men at the other. 
They were singing a hymn, in 
which they all joined with: one ac- 
cord. After singing they a'l knelt 
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down to prayer. We followed 
their example and never did [ pray 
more devoutly. I did not under 
stand a word of the prayer; but 1 
saw that this interesting Society 
were under the influence of the 
spirit of God, and that they wor- 
shiped him with reverence and 
godly fear. ‘Tears of joy came in- 
to my eyes as I exclaimed mental- 
ly—This indeed is true christiant- 
ty,—this is worshipping God in 
spirit and truth. It contributes to 
true felicity here, and prepares the 
soul for consummate bliss hereaf- 
ter. After prayer, Mr. Rapp de- 
livered a sermon with great anima- 
tion, to which all the congregation 
paid the most devout attention.” 

“Lhe basis of the Society 1s 
religion, and all their temporal con- 
cerns are managed in subserviency 
toit. The greater part of the 
people were bred in the Lutheran 
persuasion, and their views of reli- 
gion are nearly in conformity to it; 
but the principles which bind them 
together as a Society may be short- 
iy expressed~~Love to Gud, good 
will towards man, purity of life 
and acommunity of goods. The 
pastor is considered as having the 
callot God. His prayers and ser- 
mons are delivered extempore. If 
he be absent the Society meet and 
confer on religious subjects. He 
1s assisted in the management of 
the religious concerns by elders 
and deacons appointed by the So. 
clety.’? 

On Sunday the Society meet 
in their religious capacity at 9 
o’clock in the school room, to ex- 
amine the children, who exhibit 
different specimens of their per- 
formances. Thisends about 11 ; 
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they meet in the church at 12, 
when they Zo through the same 
exercises a3 those before noticed, 
which last about an hour and a 
half. ‘They have another meeting 
at 6 o’clock in the evening ; and 
besides the meetings on Sundays, 
they have a sermon two nights 1% 
the week.”? 

‘ There is no instance of the 
church being neglected by those 
who are well and able to walk.— 
It istheir delight to attend it, and 
the religious and moral deportment 
of the whole oon ety is highly 
praiseworthy. ‘Phere are no vi- 
cious hasits among them. There 
is not a instance of swearing or 
lying, or debauchery of any kind ; 
and as to cheating, 80 commonly 
practized in civilized society, they 
have no temptation to it whatever. 


As individuals they have no use for 


money and no fear of want.’’ 

Mr. Mellish further observes, 
‘¢ Tt has been doubted whether the 
Society will continue united, on 
which alone depends their prosper. 
ity. Fromttie prisciple on which 
the connexion is formed, and the 
objects they have in view, Lam ot 
opinion they will not only contin. 
ue united but that they will, ia all 
Re be a model for othey 
Societies. If their union continue, 
their seetpeians are bright indeed, 
both for time and eternity. Here 
they have the mutual aid of each, 
other, and are free from a thou. 
sand temptations to which mak. 
kind in general are subjected — 
Having ne fear of want they have 
literally no care for the morrow— 
they have no use for money, the 
love of which, is the rout of all 
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evil. In heaith they have the fel- 
jowship of people of the like mind 
with themselves—in sickness, they 
have the advice and assistance of 
friends on whom they can rely 
with perfeet confidence—of a med- 
ical man, who can have no wish 
but to render them a service,—and 
of a minister of religion, to pour 
the balm of spiritual! consolation 
into their wounded spirits without 
money and without: price. At 
death they can resign their off. 
spring to the charge of the Socie- 
ty in the full confidence of their 
well being—w hich single circum- 
stance disarms the grim enenges 
of more than half his terrors, And 
the purity of their life having ft- 
ted them for the enjoyment of 
God, they can resign their spirits 
iato the hands of the merciful fa- 
ther of spirits ;~~and their bodies 
being consigned to the dust among 
the abodes of their brethren, their 
graves are sO many memorials of 
their virtues.’ 

‘Any person may jo nthe ¢oci- 
ety 3 and the mode of doi lig $o 18 
equally sim ple with all the other 


reguiations. ‘They have no reli- 
gious test. The candidate inti- 
mates his intention, and 1s received 


on trial one month, during which 
he lives at the tavern. If he is 
then satisfied and chooses to con 
torm to their principles of morality, 
he is forthwith admitted as a mem- 
ber, and entitled to all the privileg- 
esof the Society. If he is rich, 


he deposits all his property in the 
common stock—if he is poor he 
has no lack, all his wants are sup- 
plied out of that stock,” 

We have now given the princi- 
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ple facts recorded by Mr. Mellish 
respecting the Harmonist Society. 
Within a few yeurs this people 
sold their property in Pennsylvania 
and removed etill father to the 
westward, and settled if we mis. 
take not, ia Indiana. If the ae. 
count of them by Mr Mellish, and 
by others who have visited them, 
be correct, they are jastly entitled 
toa very high rank among the ma. 
ny denominations of Christians. 
Perhans there is not one in ovr 
country which has hi uigher Clainss to 
the character of disciples of the 
Prince of peace. As becomes his 
followers they are decided in their 
principies against war, and dispos. 
ed to live in peace, not only among 
aera but with all men. Yet, 
like their Lord and Master, they 
were traduced and perseeuted i 
their own country. 

Let Christians of other denom- 
inations who adopt a human creed 
as a test of character, compare 
themseives and the people of their 
respective sects sith the Harmo- 
nist Society, and then ask them- 
elves, whether the Harmonists do 
not succeed iio without such a 
test than others do with cone ; and 
whether there can be any better 
test of character than ‘the moral 
precepts of the gospel. After all 
the contentions among Christians 
and all the censurcs which they 
have passed on one another, it 1s 
not Lutheranism, nor Calvinism, 
nor Arminianism, nor any other ist 
of human manufacture, which con- 
stitutes a person a follower of 
Christ ; but it is keeping the com- 
mandments of God delivered by 
him.—Dis. 
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[ Concluded fro: n page 124. } 


THE Mountain of Forty Days, 
situated iA the plains of Jericho, is 
one of the highest in Palestine, 
and one of its most sacred places ; 
as it derives its name from the ri- 
gorous fast which Christ observed 
after having triumphed over the 
vanities of the world, andthe pow- 
ers of hell 

The summit of this mountain is 
covered neither with shrubs, turf, 
nor earth ; but consists of a solid 
mass of white marble, the surface 
of which has become yellow by 
the injuries of the air. ‘ The 
path by which you ascend to it,” 
says the Abbe Mariti, ** &lls one 
with terror, as it rises, with a wind- 
ing course, between two abysses, 
which the eye dares scarcely be- 
hold. ‘(his path is at first toler- 
ably broad; but at length it be- 
comes SO extremely narrow, that it 
13 almost impossible to place both 
feet upon it at the same time.— 
When we had ascended a little 
higher, we found an Arab stretch- 
ed onthe path, who required a 
certain toll for our paflage. Here 
a traveller’needscourage. One of 
the parapets or path being broke; 
we clung to the remaining part, 
until we reached a small grotto. 
which gave us an opportunity of 
recovering our breath. On resum- 
ing our progress, we became ex- 
posed to more iminent danger ; fer 
being almost suspended from the 
rock, and having before our eyes 
all the horror uf the precipice, we 
could advance only by dragging 
Gne foot after the other 3 380 that 


if the smallest fragment had given 
way under us, we must inevitably 
have been hurried to the bottom. 

‘* Proceeding a little farther we 
found a second grotto,the entrance 
of which was about three yards 
broad ; and it would be very ca- 
pacious, were not two-thirds of it 
filled up by part of the roof, which 
had tumbled in. This grotto 
conducts to another, which our cu- 
riosity induced us to enter; but 
we were almost stifled by the num- 
ber of bats that were flutiering 
about in it. Being desirous of 
retreating almost as soon as we 
had entered, the bats few about us 
in such a manner as to almost cov 
er our bodies; but they inally 
made themselves a passage, and 
suffered us to breathe with frée- 
dom. 

“By the glimmering Nghe 
which reached this grotto, we 
perceived some niches in the sides, 
which gave us reason to conclude, 
that it had once served as a sepni> 
chre to the ancient anchorets.— 
This is the more probable as the 
other grotto appears, by the re- 
mains of an altar and come Greek 
paintings, to have keen formerly 
used as a church. 

* Tun the right corner there 18 4 
large cistern, t! 
retains its original solidity, though 
broken ina few 7, aces; and in the 
left corner is a smell atatrcase, lead 
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ings of the twelve apostles as large 
as life. But their figures are so 
much changed, that they could 
scarcely be distinguished, were it 
not ihat their names are written in 
Greek characters upon the glory 
which surrounds their heads. At 
the farther end of the grotto 
stands a square altar, above which 
is an oval painting of the Annunci. 
ation, in good preservation. No 
writer has been able to tell us 
who was the founder of these cu- 
nious chapels ; but it is evident 
that the chisel has been employed 
to render the grottos smooth and 
regular ; and it appears that they 
were inbabited by a number of her- 
mits,who devotedthemselvestoa life 


Vou. i, 


of retirement and holy meditation, 
‘©In remembrance of our Sa. 
viour’s miraculous fast, a cha pel 


_was formerly erected on the sum. 


mit of the mountain, which may 


be seen from the plain ; but we 


could not approach it, as the path 
was almost entirely destroyed. It 
may be accessible, however, on 
the other side of the mountain 
which we did not visit. Here we 
enjoyed the most beautiful pros. 
pect that can be imagined ; for 
this eminence overlooks the moun. 
tains of Arabia ; the countries of 
Ammon and Gillead, the plains of 
Moab and Jericho, the river Jor- 


dan and the whole extent of the 
Dead Sea. 
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Pileitie athens of passages in the Wie Tirtatecet, avhich refer to climates, 
places, Offices sentiments, manners, and CUSTOMS, among the Jews, in the 


time of our Savicur. 
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Luke iit. 2. ** Annas ona Caia- 
phas being the high p briests.’ 

IT is well known, that there 
were not, properly, two high 
priests among the Jews at the 
satnetime. Calaphas was at this 
time the high priest ; and Annas 
had been but was not now. Did 
Luke then mean to say, that An. 
nas and Cataphas were actin lly 
high priests at the same time? Dy 
no means. in the first verse, says 
Selden, Luke gives an account of 
the external goverament of the 
Jews, by Tetrachs, and Procura- 
tors, or Governors ; and in the se- 
cond, an account of that civil and 
sacred government, which the Ro- 
mans permitted the Jews to exer- 


oO 
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cise by the Sanhedrim, and the 
high priest; and because Annas 
was then the prince of the Sanhe. 
drim, and Caiaphas the father of 
the Sanhecrim, they are named to- 
gether, because they possessed the 
chief authority, civil and sacred. 
They decided all controversies 
which were determinable by therr 
law; though without the power 
of hfe aud death, to-enforce their 
sentences. 

That there was a power of this 
sort pos sessed by the Jews at this 
time, is indicated by Jos ephus.— 


“They assembled in the > temp e,”’ 


he says, ‘* and appointed several 
generais ; and Joseph, the g son of 
Gorion, and the high priest Ana- 
nus, were chosen to be supreme 




















governore of all things in the city.”” An- 
nus, here called the high priest, was 
not, at this time, in the office of the 

riesthood. But suppose’ Annas and 
Caiaphas to have been * supreme go- 
vernors in the city,”’ and the difficulty 
in the text is solved. 

There was, says Josephus also, a 
disturbance between the Jews and 
the Samaritans, in the reign of Claudi- 
us. Cumanus, the Procurator, was 
not able to compose it, and appeals 
were made to Quadratus, the Presi- 
dent of Syria. He having punished 
several, “ sent two others of the most 
powerful men of the Jews, as also the 
hizh priests Jonathan and Annanias, 
and Annus the son of Annanias, and 
some other considerable men, to Czx- 
sar.””> This is vety nearly parallel 
with the words of the Evangelest.— 
Jonathan had been high priest, but 
had been put out of the office long 
before this time by Vitellius. Anna- 
nius was now high priest. In like man- 
ner in the text, Annas had formerly 
been high priest, but Caiaphas 
Was now in that office. It may 
also be remarked, that Jenathan, who 
had been high priest, is named before 
Ananias ; and the two names stand in 
the same order in the text. 

There is howeyer another solution 
which demands our notice. An offi- 
cer was annually appointed, called 
the sagan, Who was next to the high 
priest in dignity, and was his vicege- 
rent. Ifthe high priest was disquali- 
fied io officiate, by any legal unclean- 
ness, the segan acted for him on the 
day of expiation. It is said in the 

Jabylonish Taimud, that * when Sim- 
con BenkKamith the high priest. walked 
with the king on theevening ofthe day 
of expiation, his garments received 
some spittle of another. His brother 
Jadsh therefore entered, and officiat- 
ed tor him; and thus their mether, 
on the same day, saw two of her sons 
high priests.” 

Note. ‘The Jewish day began at 
$1x in the evening ; and consequenily, 
the evening of the day of expiation 
was the evening preceding the day on 
which the cxpiatory sacrifices were 
eticred. Thus says the bock of Gen- 
esis, “the evenmng and the morning 
were the first day.” 
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Others suppose the sagan not te 
have been the vicegerent of the high 
priest, but his bishop, whose peculiar 
duty it was to assist him in the aWairs 
of the temple, and the service of the 
priests ; but whose office referred as 
much to the common priests, as to 
the high priest. Maimonides says, 
that ** all the priests were at the com- 
mand of the sagan,” and in the Tal- 
mud we find the sagan saying te 
them, “ go and see if it be time to slay 
the victim ;” “come and draw lots 
who shall slay the victim ; who shall 
sprinkle the blood,” &c. Caiaphas 
was high priest, and it is supposed 
that Annas was the sagan; who on 
account ef his dignity, was called, 
equally with Caiaphas, the high priest; 
and was named first, because he was 
the father in law of Caiaphas, 

See Whitby and Hammond on the 
text. Lardner v. i. p. 383—6. Light- 
fooi’s Hor. Heb. in verse, and Jen- 
ning’s Jewish Antigq. v. 1. p, 260-5. 

Note. As we may often have occa- 
sion to name the Mishna, and the 
Talmuds or Gemaras, it may be pro- 
per in this place to explain the nature 
of these Jewish authorities. 

The Mishna is the true text of the 
pharisaical traditions, so often men- 
tioned inthe New Testament. Maim- 
onides, (who was one of the most 
learned of the Jews, and born in 1131,) 
says, that all the laws which were 
given by God to Moses, were given 
with an interpretation. ‘The text was 
written, but the interpretation was 
committed to memory. Rabbi Juda 
the holy, fearing that this law would 
be lost, committed it to writing, ad- 
ding te the traditions whieh were be- 
lieved actually to have been received 
from Moses, consequences drawn by 
reasoning from the premises, in which 
there was no disagreement, and con- 
clusions upon disputations which were 
determined by the majority. ‘The 
Mishna was made about A. D- 199. 

‘he Mishna being preferred by the 
Jews, tothe written law which was 
received from Moses, they bestowed 
upon it far the greatest part of their 
attention; and for several generations 
together they incessantly disputed 
about its sense and made interpreta- 
tions, every man according to the 
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measure of his understanding. The 
traditions and opinions of these dispu- 
tants having grown to a vast buik, 
and being liable to be los‘, Rabbi Jo- 
hanan, for the Jews of Palestine, made 
collections of the decisions and ex- 
planations ofthe Mishna. This is the 
Jerusalem Gemara, ov Tulmud, which 
proceeds only through a part of the 
Mishna, and is contained in one vol. 
fol. The Babylonian Gemera,or Talmud 
is a similar collection, was made by 
Rabbi Ashe, or Asa, and consists of 
twelve folios. 

As the Talmuds then are the body 
of the religion and morality of the 
Jews, whose authority they preter to 
that of their own seriptures; as they 
believe these traditions and explana- 
tions are from God himself ; that Mo. 
ses revealed them to Aaron, and to 
the elders of Israel, who communi- 
cated them to the prophets, from 
whom they passed to the members of 
the great synagogue, and frem thence 
to the Rabbies, who reduced them to 
the form of the Mishna and Gemaras 
—they of course enable us to under- 
stand with the greatest precision, 
what were the received sentiments or 
sustums to which our Saviour reter- 


at 
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red, in reasoning with the Jews, or 
in inculcating upon ihem the doc. 
trines and precepts of the gospel. 

See Watton’s Diss. or the tradi. 
tions of the Scribes and Pharisees jn 
the time of Christ. v. i. p. 10—24, and 
Calmet on the word Talmud, 

17 

Matthew 3. i. Preaching in the 
wilderness of Judea.” 

This is one of the texts by which 
the New Testament has been suppos. 
ed to encourage the retirement and 
abstinence ofhermits. But what was 
the wilderness in which John preach- 
ed, and what where the deserts in 
which he resided, (Luke i. 80.) tilithe 
lay of his shewing unto Israel ?” 

‘ The seah of Jerusalem,” says the 
Babylonian Talmud, “ exceeds “the 
seah of the wilderness,” that is ofthe 
country, “a sixth part” (Note. The 
seah is a measure of a little more than 
two and a half wine gallons.) 

Paul says that he was ‘in perils 
in the city, and in perils in the wil- 
derness.” The expression of the 
evangelist means no more than, that 
Jolin preached in the country, before 
he preached in the city, See Light- 
fuot on the verse. 








FORETASTES 


Ihave, with good assurance, says 
that eminent man John Fiavel, this 
accouut of a Minister, who being a- 
lone on a journey, and willing to make 
the best improvement he could on 
that day’s solitude. set himseif toa 
close examination of the state of his 
soul, and then of the life to come, and 
the manner of its being and living in 
heaven, in the views of all those things 
which are now pure objects of frith 
and hope. After awhile he perceived 
his thoughis begin to fix, and come 
closer to these great and astonishing 
things than usual ; and as his mint 
settled upon them, his affections be- 
gan to rise with answerable liveliness 
and vigour. , 

He therefore,while he was yet mas- 
ter of his own thoughts, lif'ed up bis 
heart to God in a short ejaculaticn, 


OF HEAVEN. 


that God would so order it in his 
providence, that he might meet with 
no interruption from company, or any 
other accident, in that journey; which 
was granted him; for in all that 
day’s journey, he neither met, over- 
took or Was overtaken by any. “Thus 
going on his way, his thoughts began 
to swell, and rise higher, and higher, 
like the waters in Eekiel’s visson, 
till at last they becsine an ove: flow- 
ing flood. Such was the intention of 
his mind, such the ravishing tastes of 
heavenly joys, and such the full as- 
surance of his interest therein 3 that 
he utterly los a sight and sense of 
this world, and ail the concerns there- 
of, and for some hours, Knew no more 
where he was, than if he had been in 
adeep sleep upon his bed. At last 
he began to perceive himself very 
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faint, and almost choaked with blood, 
wiich running in abundance from his 
nose, had discoloured his clothes, and 
his horse from the shoulder to the 
hoof. He found himsclf almost spent, 
and nature to faint under the pres- 
sure of joy unspeakable and unsup- 
mantabelia ; and at last perceiving a 
spring of waterin his way, he with 
some difficulty, alighted, to cleanse 
and cool his face, and hands, which 
were ‘drenched in blood, tears, and 
ewes 

Ry that spring he sat down and 
washed, earnestiy desiring, if it was 
the pleasure of God, taat it might be 
big par ing | place from this world.— 
He said death had the most amiable 
face in his eye, that ever he beheld, 
except the face of Jesus Christ, which 
made it sos and he could not remem- 
ber, though he believed he should die 
there, that he had once thought of his 
dear wife or children, or any other 
earthly concernment, 

But having drank of that spring, 
his spirits revived, the blood stanched 
and he mounted-his horse again; and 
on he went, in the same frame of spir- 
it, till he had finished. a journey of 
near thirty miles, and came at night, 
to his inn, where being come he great- 
ly admired how he came thither, that 
his horse without his darection, had 

brought him thither, and that he fell 
not ail that day, which passed not 
without several trances of considera- 
ble continuance. 
Being alighted, the -inn-keeper 
came to him with some astonishment, 
being acquainted with him formerly, 
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O, sir, said he, whatis ‘the matter with 
you? You look like a dead man.— 
Friend, rephed he, I was never better 
inmy life. Shew me my chamber, 
cause my cloak to be cleansed, burn 
me a little wine, and that is all I desire 
of you for the present. Accordingly 
it was done, and a supper sent up, 
which he could net touch; but ree 
quested of the people, that they would 
iot trouble or disturb him, for that 
night. Allthis night passed without 
one wink of steep, though he never 
had a sweeter night’s rest in all his 
life. Still, still, the joy of the Lord 
overfowed him, and he seenied to be 
av inbabitant of the other world. The 
next morning being come, he was care 
ly on horseback again, fearing the 
divertisement in the inn might be- 
reave him of his joy; for he said it 
was now with him, as ‘with a man that 
carries a rich treasure about him, 
who suspects every passenger to be a 
thief. But ina few hours he was sen- 
sible of the ebhing of the tide, and 
before night, though there was a 
heavenly serenity, and sweet peace 
upon his spirit, which continued long 
with him, yet the transports of jey 
were over, and the fine edge of his 
delight biunted. He many years af- 
ter called that day one of the days of 
heaven, and professed he understood 
“gt of the life of heaven by it than 

ali the books he ever read, or dis- 
courses he ever entertained about it. 
This was, indeed, an extraordinary 
foretaste of heaven for degree, but zz 
came in the ordinary wav and method 
of FAITH and MEDITATION. 
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REVIVAL IN 


SINCE the commencement of 1815, 
there have been received into the 
communion of the Presbyterian 
church, 260—into the Baptist 235, and 
into the Methodist 320—and a num. 
ber into the Episcepalian communion. 
These were the fruits of those aston- 
ishing influences experienced in this 

emall city, 


TROY, (N. Y.) 


The present revival commenced its 
visibility on the second Lord’s day 
evening in January 1819, after the 
usual religious exercises were clesed 
in the Methodist church, A few 
young people tarried to sing after the 
congregation was dismissed. A 
preacher who was raised up in the ci- 
ty being present on a visit, observed 
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one of the number affected, and af- 
ter some convers:''on with this young 
person, who requested him to pray, a 
number came to the altar, and the 
Spirit descended and spread its influ- 
ences upon that people, until nearly 
two hundred have joined the church. 

In relating their experiences, they 
profess to have been seriously im- 
pressed from diflerent periods of time; 
none probably exceeding a year. 

The danger of procrastination, and 
particularly as it procures hardness 
of heart, hus been faithfully prociaim- 
ed in their ears, and the spirit has set 
the werd home to their hearts.  Al- 
most the whole of that congregation 
exhibit signs of great seriousness, 

The werk is now increasing among 
all the denominations in the city, Up- 
on the fourth of February, Mr. 
Soramer, observes that he had con. 
versed with thirty-five since the 26:h 
of January, who have felt the power- 
ful influences ofgrace. Some ofthem 
have been approved by the standing 
eommiite ef the church, as suitable 
candidates for the ordinances. 

The means, by which it has been 
the pleasure of Jehovah to originate 
and carry on the work among his peo- 


ple have been as various as the appli- 
cation has been sovereign. Several 
ef the converts, are seholars in the 
Sebbath Scheol and some of them 
date their first impressions from the 
affectionate exhortations of their pi- 
ous teachers; while others, make 
mention of the preaching of the ever. 
lasting gospel as the instrument of 
their conversion to God. 

Mr. J. Coe, observes that it seems 
almost too much to expect a general 
revival, in so short a time since the 
other. But that we ought not to lim. 
it a God of boundless mercy. He 
works like himself. Many little chil- 
dren, and some young people, and 
others further advanced in life, ap- 
pear te be solemnly impressed. ‘That 
very considerable ‘divine influence is 
diffused among his congregation, ia 
awakening, and convincing them of 
their guilt and danger. But where 
this will issue God only knows, and 
time must determine. They rejoice 
with trembling. Yet may they with 
an holy pleasure look up and utter 
the language of Isaiah, Who are these 
that fly as a cloud, and as doves to 
their windows # 





REVIVAL AT ALBANY, (N. Y.) 


Since the commencement of 1815 a 
divine influence has been exerted in 
this city, and the gates of our Zion 
have been thronged with anxieus sin- 
ners and joyful converts. But the 


_ Cloud that hung over the city of Troy, 


fraught with divine compassion, pass- 
éd around us only letting here and 
there a few drops fall to refresh and 
cheer this thirsty hill of God. 

In 1816, the truly pious of all de- 
nominations had their expectations 
greatly raised, and were daily ex- 
pecting a copious shower of grace ; 
they couJd even hear the thunder of 
God’s power and see some who had 
been careless seeking a refuge for 
their Christless souls; yet he who 
governs the univerre, has not come 
down with such overwhelming influ. 
eRces, as Upon some other citics. 


His spirit seems to have been hev- 
ering over us, and though often griev- 
ed with our hardness of heart and 
malconduct, yet being slow to anger 
and abundant in mercy, has not with- 
drawn from us, nor given us ever to 
work out our eternal condemnation. 

In the summer of 1816, a revival 
began in the Baptist society and about 
forty professed to cherish hopes in a 
Saviour and thirty-five joined the 
church. . 

In the spring of 1817, the Spirit de- 
scended again and a consi‘lerable 
number were brought into the light 
and liberty of the gospel. It continu- 
ed its gentle influences for more than 
fourteen months. In which time the 
society increased, backsliders were 
brought to remember their first love, 
to confess their sins, and move on in 
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fellowship with his people, and ma‘yy 
converts have been added to our com- 
munion. In June 1818, we pur- 
chased the Albany Theatre, and 
fitted it up for a place. of public wor- 
ship, and opened it on the first day 
of January 1819, Thus this church 
and congregation, by the benevolent 
assistance of their fellow-citizens, and 
public benefactors, have been instru- 
mental in one short season, of sweep- 
ing away and burying for ever, one of 
the proudest ensigns of unhallowed 
ambition, that was ever exhibited up- 
on the banks of ‘he Hudson. 

Upon the very day this house was 
ovened, the Spirit descended, and his 
regenerating influences were felt and 
one soul at least, heard the voice of 
Christ speaking within his troubled 
mind, saying, Son, be ef good cheer, 
thy sins are forgiven thee. 

It is now a most solemn time in 
this city. Let a stranger enter any 
Congregation within this metropolis 
and look over the crowds that seat 
themselves to hear the word ; and he 
Will see a more than usual attention 
and anxiety among thetn to know ihe 
things of the kingdom of heaven.— 
And in some congregations he will 
hear sighs and behold hundreds in 
tears beiore a sermon is closed. 

There are but a few congregations 
out of the eleven established in this 
city, but what (according to my best 
knowledge obtained from the pastors 
of the churches and my daily observa- 
tion,) feel more or less this heavenly 
dew. 

I find every minister labouring un- 
der the same embarrassment with 
myself, when interrogated concerning 
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the work in his congregation. We 
cannot tell how many are labouring 
and heavy laden under a sense of 
their sins. About two weeks since, 
I knew of only four or five in my 
congregation who were under very 


deep distress of mind, and now a large. 


number are willing toown that they 
have been under awakenings for some 
time. Almost every day some new 
cases of conversion appear. 

For many months I have discovered 
asolemn and gradual work among the 
Presbyterian congregations, and an 
earnestness in their preachers for the 
reviving presence and power of Christ, 
that led me to believe, that the reigr 
of heuven was approaching. 

Since the commencement of 1815 
one hundred and thirty one have been 
added to the first Presbyterian church 
upon examination, and to the other, 
considerable additions have been 
made. ‘To the Baptist more than one 
hundred, and many by letters to all 
the ¢hurches. Many candidates are 
examined, and are now coming before 
the chuiches in this city. At our 
next commMunion,We expect to receive 
accessions that will gladden the 
hearis of the righteous, and swell the 
songs of angels in heaven. Surely 
we can say, “The Lord is mercilul 
and gracious; slew to anger, and 
plenteous in mercy. He will not al- 
ways chide; neither will he keep his 
anger forever. As far as the east is 
from the west ; so far hath he remov- 
ed our transgressions from us. Bless 
the Lord, all ye his hosts ; ye minis- 
ters of his who do his pleasure. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul. 


N. B. The two foregoing accounts are from a book just published by Josh- 
ua Bradly, of Albany, contaiming a concise account of the revivals of religion, 
in the United States, since the year 1815. 


ete 


EBxiract of a letter to the Editor of the Boston Recorder, from Mr. J. R, Wieel- 
ock. dated Newport, N. H. March 20, 1819. 


Your readers will doubtless be hap- 
py to learn that a work of grase has 
of late taken place in this town. It 
commenced about the middle of Dec. 
last, in the north part of the town, in 





the Baptist society; and in afew weeks 
became general. Asis usuei in such 
seasons our religious imcetings have 
been frequent and crowded. Dur- 
ing the winter, there has been a con- 
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ferenee, in some part of the town, ev- 
ery evening in the week, (Saturday 
evening excepted) and on many even- 
inestwo. Very ofien these meetings 
have been so full, that many could 
not be accommodated with seats. 

Thave not the means of making an 
accurate statement, but should think 
it safe to say, that the number of 
hopeful conyerts are at least 130; a 
large proportion of whom are youth. 
Sixty-two have already been examin- 
ed for admission into the church with 
which Lam connected. It is expect- 
ed that a number more will shortly 
offer themselves. About 50,1 under. 
stand, have united with the Baptist 
ehurch. Our next communion is on 
the first sabbath in April, and will be, 
we trust, a refreshing season to Chris- 
tians here. We have reason to fear, 
the attention at present is not so great 
as itis has been. Our meetings are 
not so crowded, and cases of convic- 
tion are much less frequent. 

In a district school, consisting of 
about sixty scholars, twenty-one have 
apparently experienced a saving 
change. The instructor of this school, 
a pious young man, prayed with bis 
scholars moining and night. This 
regulation was opposed by some of 
his employers, and rendered his situ- 
ation somewhat unpleasant. He, how- 
ever, not only persisted in it, but was 


faitlifui in conversing with his pupils 
upon the subject of religion, and in 
urging their immediate attention to 
it. In the fore part of February, Iwas 
passing the school, and was request- 
ed by a neighbor to goin. On enter. 
ing the room, I was astonished at the 
solemnity of the scene before me. I 
fancied I saw in almost every counte- 
nance, the anxious desire expressed, 
% What shall Ido to be saved 2” Most 
of them, especially the larger schol. 
ars, were in tears. The instructor 
told me, that his school had not, that 
day, been able to pursue their usual 
studies,and that he had excused them 
from their customary tasks. On look- 
ing, I observed that nearly all had ei- 
ther a Bible, Testament, or religious 
Tract beforethem. The intermission 
at noon Was spent in prayer and seri- 
ous conversation. 

It was a most affecting scene, and 
one which cannot soon be forgotten. 
Surely the Lord was in that place. It 
was none other but the house of God, 
and the gate of heaven. 

Let instructors, be encouraged, 
from these circumstances, not to be- 
come ** weary in well doing,” in con- 
sequence of the opposition they so 
often experience in their “ labours of 
leve,”’ from the enemies of the Gos- 
pel. 





E.xctvact of a letter to the Editor of the Religious Intelligencer, dated South-Hadl- 


| ley, March 2, 1819. 


IT may not be uninteresting to 
mention that there is in this town, a 
very powerfel revival of religion— 
Since the 17th of January last, about 
60 persons have obtained hopes, and 
many are now-under conviction. 

In Granby, a work has recently 


commenced and is progressing, and 
appears powerful. 

This whole region seems blessed 
with the outpourings of God’s Spirit. 


Instances of conviction and conver 
sion are multiplying. 

It is worthy of remark, that young 
children in schouls ate very much 
stirred up to pray and attend to divine 
things. In some instances they have 
held meetings for prayer, in which 
every one present would pray ; and 
such as were very young, and not 
able to indict their prayers, would 
use the Lord’s prayer. 
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Extract of a letter from Elder Lenjemin Taylor, of New-Bedford, ( Mass.) to the 
Editor of the Christian iiera'd, dated, March 31, 1818. 


THE Lord is gloriously to work in 
the towns of Sandage, Wareham and 
Rogester ; many of late have been 
breugh: from darkness to light. In 
Sandage, I am informed, that more 
than a hundred have within a short 
time found peace in believing. In 
Wareham, the workis general ; I have 
spent almost three weeks with them 
at different times. Truly it may be 
said ** what hath God wrought?” The 
last meeting I attended with them, 
being afew evenings since, after I had 
dene speaking, about twenty rose up, 
one after another, in tears and distress 
and said pray for me. About eighty 
Jam told can sing the song of the 
lamb in th's place. In Rogester the 
Lord is riding prosperously ; upwards 
of seventy, I have heard, have of late 


given evidence of a change of heart. 
It may be said thy God reigneth, O 


Zion. Eider Hix, is much engaged 
in preaching the good things of the 
kingdem, although his age and infirm- 
ities will not permit him to travel so 
extensively as formerly, yet he is like 
Moses in his full strengih,in thecause. 
Elder Hathaway, has been quite out 
of health the winter past ; I have vis- 
ited him and the brethren several 
times of late. He stands firm and un- 
shaken in the cause of truth. On hear- 
ing the young preachers, he like the 
eagle (as it is said) renews his age, 
and appears, adorned with hig grey 
locks, like the young convert. O that 
we who are young may fill the places 
of the aged when they are gone in 
usefulness, that their memory may 
be perpetuated. The brethren in 
these parts are generaliy united and 
stand fast in the truth. 





Extract of a letier from Elder John Page, to the Editor of the Christian Herald, 


daied, Alton, 


I have the pleasure to inform you, 
of the success of the gospel in this 
place. Last spring the brethren be- 
gan torise and travel with longing 
anxiety for the prosperity ef Zion.— 
Backsliders soon began to return to 
their Father’s house, at which time 
there was a deep solemnity on the 
minds of the people, and a general de- 
sire manifested to know the right 


way of the Lord. From June to No- 


‘eb, 26, 1819. 


vember, seldom a week passed but 
more or less were hopefully convert- 
edto God. Since last March, about 
one hundred have professed religion. 

ld and young of all sects have been 
the subjects of the work. I have 
baptized since last spring forty-one. 
May the Lord inerease reformations, 
till the whole earth shall be fall of his 
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A revival of religion has reeently 


commenced in Williamstown, Mass. 
v 


where there are about 40 hopeful 


converts. § Letter frem Ed. of Rec. 
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REVIVAL IN PeACHAM. 
Extracts from a letter to the Editor of the Boston Recorder, from Mr, 
Leonard Worcester, dated, Peacham, Vt. March, 1819. 


IN the latter part of Janua- 
ry, 4817, the mind of one of 
the members became so deeply af. 
fected with his own backslidden 
state, and that of the church in 
general, that he felt it to be his du- 
ty to rise in the assembly on the 
Sabbath to confess his own wrongs, 
and to call the attention of the 
church to their affecting and alarm. 
ing situation. The immediate re- 
sult was, the appoincmeat of a 
special mecting of the church for 
ptayer, and fer tle purpose of at- 
tempting to devise some means for 
removing existing difftculties, and 
restoring harmony among the mem- 
bers. At that meeting, It was 
propose ed that the duteck should 
all unite in a solemn and mutual 
public confession, and in secking 
forgiveness of God, of each other, 
and of all the people before whom 
so much had beer done to dishon- 
or the cause of Christ. 

The proposed confession was 
publicly made, and covenant re- 
hewed, with much apparent ten- 
derness and solemnity ; and then 
the holy ordinance of the supper 
was celebrated. It was peculiarly 
an interesting and an affecting sea- 
son; there is reason to believe 
the Lord was graciously present ; 
and some abiding impression was 
made on individuals at least of the 
numerous assembly, who came to- 
gether to witness the solemn scene. 

From that time there was much 
greater union tn the church than 

had subsisted for a long season ; 
and the ‘spirit of grace and sup. 
plication’? appeared to 12st on ma- 


ny of the members. An increasing 
solemnity also soon became visible 
in the congregation ; and meetings 
for prayer, and for religious con. 
ference, were better attended.— 
Nor was it long before we began 
to hear of one, and another whose 
attention was called to the con- 
cerns of the soul; and of here 
and there an individual, who indul. 
ged a hope of having **passed from 
death unto life.”’ 

There was no addition of new 
members to the church, until the 
first Sabbath in August, when 14 
were received. Several of these 
had long entertained some hope, 
that they were savirgly united to 
Christ ; but they had neglected to 
come forward and own their Sa- 


viour, and so had been standing in 


the way of others. As the number 
was larger than had ever been ad- 
mitted here at any one time, both 
the meeting for their examination, 
and the meeting on the Sabbath, 
were attended with unusual interest; 
and from that time the work in- 
creased more rapidly. 

In September, the work became 
more general, and continued great- 
ly to increase for several weeks.— 
Scarcely a day passed without 
bringing tidings of new instances 
of awakening, and of hopeful con- 
version. In that month four per- 


sons who could not be present at 
the following communion season, 
on the first Sabbath ia Oct. were 
admitted to the church ; and on 
that day 44 were added. This 
most solemn scene was evidently 
blessed by the awakening of othere 
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who hitherto had been little affect- 
ed with what the Lord had done 
before their eyes. The work had 
now extended in a greater or less 
degree, into almost every part of 
the town. Men, womenand chil- 
dren, and persons of every various 
character,commonto mankind in an 
unrenewed state, were anxious to 
‘sflee from the wrath to come,” 
and sought an hiding place from 
the impending storm. ‘To formal. 
ists, and moralists, who were “alive 
without the law once, the com- 
mandment came, sin revived, and 
ihey died ;” and renouncing all 
dependence on their own righteous. 
ness, they fled to the blood of Je- 
sus for pardon and salvation.— 
The profane and impious blasphe- 
mer, trembling and astonished, in 
view of his own accumulated guilt, 
and of his Maker’s forbearance, 
and leng suffering and grace, was 
brought to cast down the weapons 
of his rebellion, and to exchange 
lis oaths and curses, for the lan- 
guage ef prayer and praise. The 
intemperate person, forsaking his 
cup, and wondering that there 
should be any way of salvation for 
one who kad sa debased himself by 
sin, ** fled for refuge to the hope 
set before him,’’? and learned to 
‘‘draw water from the wells of 
salvation. The worldling, con. 
vinced that ‘riches profit not in 
the day of wrath, and that ‘it any 
man love the world, the love of 
the father is not in him,’’ was in- 
duced to let go his hold of the 
world, and to choose ‘*‘that good 
part, which shall not be taken 
away.” The young amazed at 
the eagerness with which they had 
pursued the vanities of this world, 
and wondering how they could 


ever think they found enjoyment in 
them, forsook the house of mirth, 
to “*take up the cross and follow” 
Christ, and bore their testimony to 
the truth of what they once 
thought a chimera, that ‘“ the 
ways of wisdom are ways of pleas- 
antness, and all her paths are 
peace.” Even little children, sen- 
sible that they were sinners, and 
needed an interest in the love of 
that blessed Saviour, who said, 
“ Suffer littie children to come un- 
to me, and forbid them not,”’ leay- 
ing their childish sports, took de- 
light in reading their Bibles, in lis- 
tening to religious instruction, ard 
in the retired duties of the closet, 
and shouted ‘thosannas to the sor 
of David.’? Yes, and some aged 
sinners, too, having grown old in 
the rejection of the offers of the 
gospel, mourning over a misspent 


life, and ‘clothed with humility,” 


hopefuily bowed, at last, at the 
feet of Jesus, and, with adoring 
gratitude, accepted that salvation, 
which they had so long, so obsti- 
nately. and so ungratefully refused. 
The first Sabbath in December 
was, with us, a memorable day ; 
69 persons together publicly con- 
fessed their Saviour ; $35 of whom 
were young men and boys from 24 
to ll yearsof age. From that 
time to the first Sabbath in Aug. 
following, 74 were added; so that 
the whole number received, withiu 
one year, from Aug. 3, i817, to 
Aug. 2 1818, inclusive, was 205. 
Some have been received at every 
season of communion since ; and 
the whole number ts now 225. 
We have, residing here a venera- 
ble saint, a widow, four score and 
nine years of age, whe has been a 
professed disciple of Chirst, and 
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apparently walking closely with 
God, more than 75 years. No 
one, probably, has been more en- 
gaged and importunate at the 
throne of grace, fora revival of re- 
ligion, and for the salvation of 
her beloved descendants, of all 
this people, than this *‘ mother in 


Israel ;’? and there is reason to be. 
lieve, that her prayers bave been 
remarkably answered, in blessings 
of grace bestowed on her immedi. 
connexions. Among those who 
have made a public profession in 
this precious seasou, ‘she numbers 
58 of her descendants. 


Extract of a letter from Elder David Millard, to the Editor of tie 
Chrisiian Herald, dated, }i'est- Bloomfield, Ontario Co. N. Y. april, 


1819. 


Year Brother, 

The good work ef God, in this 
place, still continues to prosper, 
uotwithstauding the opposition it 
has had to encounter. About 
forty are united here in the Chris. 
tian name, anc a number are wait- 
ing an opportunity to follow 
Christ in baptism ; which will be 


attended to soon. bout twenty 


vyiave united with the Presbyterian 
church, in this town, since I first 
came here. I have never met with 
half the opposition in any other 
place where I have preached, that 
{ have here. QO, when will profes- 


sors of religion cease to oppose the 


work of God ! 

I have lately retnrned from a 
tour to the westward, in which I 
visited the brethren in Covington, 
Leroy, Ogden, Sweden, Murray 
aud Royalton. in all these places 
{ found the brethren pretty gener- 
ally stedfast, weil engaged and 
striving to live. Elder William 
True, of Covington, informed me 
of a good work in Cateragus,about 
eighty miles north west of this 
place. He had preached there 
some of late, and baptized a num- 
ber and was calculating to visit 
that region again, in a few days. 


Elder Samuel Gilman, of Oyden, 
informed me of a glorious work in 
Bergen, about thirty miles to the 
west of this place. About eighty 
have been hopefully converted 
there within a short ume. Elder 
G. is uew engaged preaching and 
baptizing in that place. In Mur. 
ray where Elder Robinson Smith 
preaches, there is a good work, 
Some of his children with severad 
others have lately been converted. 
Elder Joel Doubleday of Royalton, 
informed me that the Lord was 
pouring out his spirit in Porter, 
near Niavara fort, where a num. 
ber had lately found Christ, and 
others were seeking him sorrow- 
ing. Brother J. G. Miller, has 
gone on to labor in that region.— 
Finally, the times are good through 
this western region, But O how 
great the harvest, and how few the 
labourers. May God increase his 
number of faithful ministers. [ 
expect ina few days to set out on 
a journey to the eastward, to visit 
the brethren in the counties of Cay- 
uga, Otsego, Delaware, Green, 
and my dear relations, and breth- 
ren at Ballston; I shall, however, 
the Lord willing, return to this 
place as soon as I can consistently. 








© he eee eo 
Fn a a 


pains g 8 : 
Beas Stale 8 ae 


<a ee 











OP een 


pe ets te my 


LE a 
a 


A Short Sermon. 


For the Christian Herald. 


a 


A SHORT SERMON TO CHRISTIANS. 


BY APOLLOS. 
“+ Tf any thing be revealed to another that sitteth by, let the first hold 


bis peace.” 


I view the meaning of this text, 
very diff rent from what I once 
did ; and think it duty to lay my 
views of this subject before my 
brethren for their consideration, 
hoping if 1 am incorrect, to pro- 
voke a more able pen to inuvesti- 
gate a subject which to me is of no 
small importance. 

I shall lst notice the common 
explanation of this subject and its 
effects. 

And @d, give the scriptural 
and reasonable meaning of the text. 

The ideas generally embraced and 
advanced from this text is, that if, 
while one 1s speaking or preaching, 
one of the hearers is impressed 
with a sense of divine things, the 
worth of souls, or words of exhor- 
tation, it is the duty of the one 
that sits by to arise and silence 
and stop the speaker, while he de. 
livers his message. Such ideas [ 
have heard advanced, and seen 
such things practised. Do such 
things agree with the holy scrip- 
tures? I think we can find net- 
ther precept nor example to favor 
such an explanation. Does it ac- 
cord with the order of God’s 
house, to admit of such irregular- 
ities and confusion in public wor. 
chip ? Can it be the spiris of God 
that will lead the different gifts in 
the church to clash confound, and 
overthrow each other? I think 
not ; if we admit it, what will be 
the effect ; of course every impulse 
af the mind, everv vibration of the 


W 


1 Cor. xiv. 30. 


soul will be considered by some a 
revelation from God, and the 


Heaven authorised minister of the 
gospel may be interrupted, and the 


third wil! have equal authority to 
intrude on the privileges of the 
second, which will open the way 
for the fourth and fifih to follow 
the spiritual example, and a confu- 
sicn would be introduced of which, 
God is not the author, and which 
would much better become a tent 
of drabs, in the worship of the 


false prophet, than it would an 


assembly of CHRISTIANS, wore 
shiping the father in spiri## and 
truth. 

Again, our feeling impression 
of mind while others are speaking, 
ts no evidence that it is our duty to 
interrupt them but to the contra. 
ry, for likely others are affected 
with the same truths illustrated. 
I do not recollect of ever hearing a 
discourse preached without having 
new ideas suegested to my mind, 
and have felt much exercised on 
such occasions ; but ail this does 
hot prove it my duty to frustrate 
the minds ef a listeninge audience, 
and to virtually say tomy brother, 
ain stand by fam more holy than 
ihou i 

I wil now notice the meaning 
of the the text. The Carrinthi- 
ans, to whom Paul wrote, had be- 
coine much corrupted, they even 
drank to intoxicition of the wine, 
and satisfied their apetites upon 
the bread at communions, and thug 
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come together to distraction, not 
observing the order of the church ; 
which causes Paul to labor in this 
chapter, to correct these errors, by 
giving directions, how the differ- 
ent gifts must improve and the 
harmony that ought to exist a- 
mong them. Now the simple 
meaning of the text is obvious 
from a close attention to its con- 
nexions. In the 27th verse he 
speaks of their speaking ‘* dy 


course;’’ this illustrates my text, 


and agrees with the verse that 
follows it, ver. 31, ‘For ye 
may all prophesy one by ene’’.— 
This is speaking by course, of 
order ; and in verse 32 he says 
‘s The spirit of the prophets is sud- 
ject to the prophets.’’ Therefore 
there is no need of confounding or 
interrupting each other, but let 
the first hold bis peace, or wait 
until he is done* then bring for- 
ward what you have to offer ; and 
in so doing all speak one by one. 
And ia the 33d verse, he says, 


** For God is not the auther of be prophets. 
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confusion but of peace.”? It would 
be the worst of confusion to get 
one to work to contradict or inter. 
rupt the other; but let the text 
stand as it reads, ‘* let the first 
hold his peace ;’’ but when? when he 
has done his duty, or gone through 
with his discourse. There is q 
material difference between his 
holding his peace and our stepping 
him ; he is not to be interrupted, 
but let him hold his peace. Many 
speak after they have gone through 
with the subject and ought to stop, 
others do not do their subjects 
justice. There is a time to speak 
and atime to refrain. Paul sume 
up the chapter with these words, 
“* Let all things be done decently 
and in order.’ It is order to 
speak one by one-—and by the de- 


cency here mentioned, is that deco- 


rum, which ought to shine con. 
spicueus among all the gifts in the 
church. Thus let us observe the 
good rule. May the watchmen ail 
see eye to eye, and the people all 
Amen. 


[* Note. By reverting to Thompson's trans!ation of this text, the explana: 


tion of Apollos as given here is confirmed by the litera! reading 
* And if a revelation be mad: to another who is sitting Let the jirst Dave become silent | 
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For the Coristian Herald 
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LORENZO D. PECK. 


Mr. Foster, 

THE following biographical 
sketch, will be read with interest 
by :he numerous friends of the de- 
ceased, through this and the state 
of Connecticut. It may also tend 
to exalt the religion of Christ, by 


shewing its worth in a dying hour. 


Please then, to give ft a place in 
your useful wo:k, ard oblige 
ONFSIMUS. 
Lorenzo D. Peck, second 
son of Mr Palmer Peck. was bora 
at West Bloomfeld, N. Y. pril 
25th, 1806. At en early age he 
discovered a quick discerning mind, 
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aretentive memory, and a good 
genius for education. His dispo- 
sition was mild, his countenance 
expressive, and his person pleasing. 
As he advanced in life, he appear- 
ed a promise of comfort to his par- 


ents, and of future usefulness in 


his day. But alas! that day was 
but a transient one! soon his sun 
of life was set, whea those fatr 
prospects vauished in eterna} night. 

In the morth of March, 1817 a 
swelling made its appearance be- 
tween his neck and chin,resembling 
akernel. For several weeks and 


even months, nothing serious was 


apprehended from it, although it 
appeared to be graduaily increas- 
dug. At length attempts were 
made to remove it by eudeavoring 
to maturate it; but every attempt 
appeared ouly to augment its 
growth. Sometime in 1818, he 
was placed under the care of a 
ski'ful physician at Canandaigua 5 
ut attempts to cure proved abor. 
tive. Ina short time, he returned 
to his father’s, with but little hopes 
of ever obtainiug relief from the 
dreadful malady. 

While he viewed the slow, but 
almost certam approach of the 
g-im messenger, he was led to lock 
into his own teart, and to seek a 
preparation for his exit out of time. 
While at Canandaigua he frequent. 
ly attended a Methodist Meeting, 
and heard a Mr. Paddeck preach 
a number of times. He stated 
that the preaching affected his 
mind very much, but that after he 
returned to his father’s the impres- 
sion wore away Inthe mouth of 
June following, the late reforma- 
tion commenced in Bloomfield, and 
spread in the neichborhwvod by his 
father’s, He attended the meet- 
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ings frequently, when the preach- 
ing with the exhortations of young 
converts arrested his mind very 
powerfully. For several weeks he 
appeared in deep concern of mind; 
he read the scriptures much and 
was sometimes heard alone in pray- 
er. He continued to atiend meet- 
ings during the summer and fall, 
till the month of November last, 
when his health became ¢0 poor 
that he was confined to the hotise. 
His swelling now proved to be a 


dreadful cancer. 


Shortly after his confinement, he 
expressed an anxious desire to see 
Eider David Miliard, and converse 
with him. When Elder M came, 
he related to him his exercise of 
mind and gave the most pleasing 
evidence of his having been bern 
of God. Upon being asked if he 
felt willing to die, he answered in 
the affirmative, that he felt prepar- 
ed to meet his God. From this 
time he conversed tipon death 
with surprising fami'larity. cousid- 
ering the tenderness of his aze.— 
W hen persons present epake of his 
approaching dissolution, it never 
produced a change in his counte- 
nance; bnt when asked the state 
of his mind, he always expressed a 
destre to depart and be with Christ. 
Qace in particular he was taken 
with bleeding, and it was with dif. 
ficulty that it could be stopped. 
A death paleneness overspread his 
countenance, and he came near ex- 
pinng. He,spoke, and said he 
was almost. gone. His mother 
asked him, if he did not long to 
go. He said ‘yes, I am going 
toa better home than this.” A 
young woman belonging to the 
family, stood near him weeping ; 
he calmly bade her not to weep, 
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and with a heavenly countenance 
and animated voice, which [ shall 


never forget, expressed a desire to 
depart and added, 


O, when shall I see Jesus, 
And reign with him above. 

During his illness he was visited 
by several professors of religion.— 
He expressed the greatest satis- 
faction in hearing them converse, 
sing and pray, previous to his 
death, he gave his soleran counse! 
to his surviving friends, particu- 
larly to his eldest brother, which, 
it is hoped, wiil be had in lasting 
remembrance. He also gave par- 
ticular directions concerning his 
funeral, and made choice of Elder 
Millard, to preach on the occasion. 
On the 18th day of March, 1819, 
he calmly fell asleep in the em- 
braces of death, without a strug- 
gle. Although his visage was 
pale, yet death had not erased 
from his lovely countenance ‘* the 
image of the heavenly.” A large 
concourse attended his funeral, 
when a solemn and affecting dis- 


course was delivered on the occa. 
sion, by Elder Millard, from Proy, 
xiv. 32. ‘the wicked is drivey 
away in his wickedness, but the 
righteous hath hope in his death? 
O, may the weeping assembly, who 
were present on the occasion, nev. 
er forget the impressions they felt 
on that solemn day. 

Having often visited this dear 
youth, during his illness, it has af- 
forded me a subject for reflection, 
which [{ shall ever remember — 
Considering the tenderness of his 
age, how striking the example, 
how solemn, and yet how glorious 
the scene. I have visited many in 
sickness, but never did I see that 
humble resignation, that heavenly 
contrition of soul more clearly man- 
ifested on a death bed babes O, 
heavenborn GODLINESs, how ines- 
timable thy worth! What come 
fort, what joy, dost thou afford the 
dying saint. ‘Let me die the 


death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his.”’ . 


West 2a a N.Y pain 4. vol 








Extract of a letter from Elder Obadiah E. Morrel, to the Editor of the 
Christian Herald, dated, Lee, April 29, 1819 


BELIEVING it will be re- 
freshing to the soldiers who are 
engaged inthe du/y war, to hear 
of a reinforcement, [ send you the 
following account On the first 
day of November last, I came to 
this place, anc found some of the 
oldbrethren.like the Psalmist pant- 
ing after the living God. I at- 
tended three meetings, and had the 
happiness of seeing one hepetully 
couverted. I visited them again 
on the 6th of Dec: mber, and tar 
ried till the 18th; during which 
time some more found the Saviour, 


and a number of wanderers return- 
ed. We experienced trying sea- 
sons, but he that led Joseph like a 
flock has helped us, and given us 
the victory. In a few days after 
IT left them brother John Hilton, 
trom Deerfield. came like Eleazer, 
‘*to seek a bride for his master,” 
being a stranger in the place, he 
enquired for brethren of a young 
woman that was petting water at 
aspring by the way side, and 
went to her fathers house ; he soon 
heard a voice like Rebekah’s “ I 
will go with the man.” Like Paul, 
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he was willing to spend and be 
spent ia the good cause of God. 
‘Phe work spread, a yreat solemni- 
ty filled the minds of many, while 
some, In the language of a sinking 
Peter, said ‘* Lord save or IT per- 
ish 7?) I returaed on the frst day 
of February, 1819, and have resid- 
d here most of the time since. — 
Several had experienced rei*gion 
while 1 was absent. At first the 
work srread principally amony the 
youth, o on which account the ene- 
mies of the cross took occasion to 
speak reproachfully. But, glo 
ry to God, the most stout. hearted 
and profane young men, the lofty 
youth, with many of the micdle 
aged.and aged, that were careful 
about many things, have left all 
for Christ, and are now saying 
‘‘ blessed be the kingdom of our 
father David, hosannah in the 
highest.”? Some that have heen, 
heretofore, strong advocates, in 
favor cf the doctrine of universal- 
ism have felt the powerful effects 
of conviction on their minds while, 
it has brought them on their knees 
to beg for mercy ; aud in their dis- 
tress, as they fell upon their knees 
their language was “* Lord save or 
LT perish’ Attength he that cast 
out a legion of devils, had mercy 
onthem, and forgave their sins. 
They then arose in an extacy of 
joy. and went round the neighbor- 
hood, and now their language was 
‘‘Glory to God in the highest ;” 
‘Come see a man which ‘told me 
all things that ever 1 did, is not 
this the Christ?”’—and warned 
them to flee from the wrath to 





Leiter, &c. 
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come by repentance and turning 
unto God. According to the beat 
calculation that I can make, about 
one hundred and fifteen have given 
an evidence of their conversion to 
the Lord. Thework is still spread. 


ing in many directions. In Not- 
tingham and Epping, there 1s a 


good work, particularly in Not- 
tingham, where brother Samuel 
Dyer, a preacher of the gospel, re- 
ides. About 20 have been cone 
verted there \.e have been vis- 
ited by a few Jaborers. Brother 
John L. Peavy, has made us a 
short visit. Yesterday about thir- 
ty embodied themselves together 
asafree church. The following 
Elders assisted in constituting the 
Church, viz. Elders Samuel B, 
Dyer, David Harriman, John L, 
Peavy, and Noah Piper. ‘This is 
the Lord’s doings and marvellous 
in our eyes. This is a day the 
Lord hath made we will rejoice 
and be glad in it. Opposition is 
great. but the weapons of our war- 
fare are not carnal, but mighty 
through God, tothe pulling down 
of the strong holds. We observe 
good order and strive to walk by 
the good rule, that peace may be 
en us. The work through these 
northern regions is glorious. I 
pray God that it may spread, and 
the happy period soon commence 
when the ransomed of the Lord 
shall return and come to Zion with 
songs, and everlasting joy upon 
their heads, and when the. whole 
earth shall be filled-with the knowl. 
edge cf God. 





THE prudent and reflecting 
christian is /raga/ that he might be 
liberal. He spends but /itt’e upon 
himself, that he might spend much 


when, and where it is wanted. He 
‘gathers up the fragments, that 
nothing beglost.’’ 
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VOL. i, 


ANECDOTE OF ST. JOHN. 


Some of the fathers of the church 
relate the following very singular 
circumstance in which St. John 
was materially concerned: Being 
in the Christian church at Smyrna 
he beheld a comely young man 
among the congregation. As he 
was particularly struck with his ap- 
pearance, he fervently recommend- 
ed him to the bishop of Smyrna, 
in the nameof Christ. St. John 
went to Ephesus, and the bishop 
taking home the young man, in- 
structed him in every christian da- 
ty, and made him a pastor. The 
youth, however, falling into bad 
company, grew debauched, associ- 
ated with thieves, and became the 
captain of a band of robbers — 
When &t. John came again to 
Smyrna heenquired after the young 
man, and was teld by the bishop 
that he wasdead. Dead (said he) 
of what disease did he die? To 
which the bishop replied with tears, 
«© He is dead to God, has turned 
not only libertine, but a thief, and 
has committed many robberies in 
the neighboring mountains, where 
he commands a most desperate 
gang”? ‘The apostle was greatly 
afflicted at this intelligence, but 
immediately ordered a horse, anda 
guide to conduct him to the moun- 
tains. Arriving at a very desolate 
part, he was suddenly surrounded 
by a detachment of the robbers, 
who were roaming after prey.— 
*¢ This is.the very thing I wanted, 
(said St. John, very calmly) shew 
me your captain; ’tis with him I 
have business.”’ And by his vene- 
rable appearance, for the saint was 
mow upwards of ninety years of 





age, they immediately complied, 
and treated him witha peculiar de. 
gree of reverence, for which they 
could not account. When the 
captain of the robbers first saw him, 
he darted a fierce look at him, but 
in a few minutes recollecting the 
holy apestle, he changed color, was 
filled with confusion, and so over. 
whelmed with shame that he hasti. 
ly fied. ‘The aged apostle follow. 
ed as quick as po sible, and called 
to him in these soothing words— 
‘¢ Stay, my son, why do you fly 
from your father, who loves you ? 
Let not an armed man fly from one 
that is unarmed, a young man from 
an old man—have pity upon me 
son, fear not, there is yet hopes of 
salvation ; I will answer for thee to 
Christ, I will die for thee as Christ 
died for us all; I will if occasion 
requires, give my life for thee.— 
Believe me, it is Christ himself that 
sent me.’? On hearing these words 
the astonished robber stopped— 
dropped his weapons, stood mute 
for some time, and at length burst- 
ing into tears, he ran, and embrac- 
ed the apostle, but at the same time 
covered his right hand, which had 
committed murder, that it should 
not touch the holy man. St. John, 
however, told him, that if he sin- 
cerely repented, Christ would par- 
don him, pointing out several texts 
of scripture to confirm what he 
said, prayed for him heartily, and 
even kissed his murdering hand 
which he assured him would be for- 
given on his real repentance. The 
robber now became a second time 
a convert, but with better success 
than before, for he continued stead- 
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fast ia his faith,and in the practice 
of very virtue till his death. An- 
other advantage accrued from his 
second conversion ; his companions 
and asssociates,in wickedness,struck 


by hisexample, and persuaded by 
his discourses reformed their lives 
embraced the christian faith, and 
became useful members of society. 
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A gentleman who had been 
abusively treated, on asking a 
christian friend, if he did not think 


it would be ‘‘manly”’ to resent the 


abuse, received for answer, Yes, it 
would certainly be man/ike to re- 
sent it ; but it would be God/ike to 
forgive it. 





ORDIN 


In Cumberland, R.1.Oct. 14th, 
1818, brother Dexter Bullard, of 
Greenwich, Ms. was ordained to 
the work of the ministry. Elder 
Daniel Hix, preached on the occa- 
sion, from Haggai, i.13. The 


~ 


ATIONS. 


—— 





elders who assisted in laying on of 
hands, were Daniel Hix, Chiles 
Luther and Reuher Potter. At 
this time Elder Reuben Potter, re- 
ceived the right hand of fellowship 
from Elders Hix and Luther. 
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IN Ballston—On the ‘7th of 
March, 1819, brother John Ross, 
was publickly eet apart to the 
work of the ministry ‘“* whereunto 


the Holy Ghost had called him ;’’ 


by fasting, prayer, and laying on 
of hands by J. Wilson, J. Capron 
and J. King, after which the com- 
munion was administered. 
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‘OMY FATHER’S AT THE HELM.” 


An Incident—Spiritually improved. 


*Twas when the seas with horrid roar 
A little bark assail’d 

And pallid fear with awful pow’r 
O’er each on board prevail’d; 


Save one,—the captain’s darling child; 


Who fearless view’d the storm, 
And, playful with composure smil’d 
At danger’s threat’ning form. 


“Why sporting thus?’ a seaman cries, 


** Whilst sorrows overwhelm?” 
“Why yield to grief?” the boy replies; 
“My father’s at the helm!” 


Poor doubting soul, from hence be 


taught . 
How groundless is thy fear; 


Think what the pow’r of Christ bath 
wrought— 
And he is ever near. 


Safe in his hands whom seas obey, 
When swelling surges rise, 

He turns the darkest night te day, 
And brightens low’ring skies. 


Though thy corruptions rise abhor’d, 
And outward foes increase, 

‘Tis but for him to speak the word, 
And all is hush’d to peace. 


Then upward look ; howe’er dis- 
tress’d, 
Jesus will guide thee home 
Fo that eternal port of rest, 
Where storms shall never come. 
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er CHRISTIAN 

A Genera ConrerENce of 
Elders and bicihrven of tne Curis 
TIAN Connexion, in the Usted 
States will be held at Portsmouth. 
N. H. on the twenty-seventh day 
of October next, being the last 
Wednesday in said month. 

As the design of the proposed 
meeting is to confer on those sub 
jects which immediately concern 
the welfare and prosperity of the 
churches, and calculated to increase 
their union—and to produce under 
the auspicies of the great Head 
of the church, life and vigor in bis 
cause, and to set in order the 
things that are wanting ; it is ex- 
pected that those Elders who at- 
tend wili so arrange their concerns, 
that when met they will be abie to 
remain until the design of the con- 
ference shall be accomplished. 


To prevent any misunderstand- 
ing respecting the order of the 
Conference, it may be proper to 
observe, that it is not expected 
during the time occupied, that any 
meetings for preaching exhorta- 
tion, &c. will be held except on 
first days. 

As the objects of conferences of 
this kind has heretofore been en- 
tirely defeated by the absence of a 
part of those convened after a very 
few days attendance, therefore it 
is understood that no one will be 
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considered as am active member of 
this conference, tut such as will at. 
tend until it shall appear that all 
tlie purposes for which they assem- 
bled are effected The necessity 
of this determination it ts confident. 
ly believed will be apparent to all, 
A conference of this kind has 
for years been a subject of anxious 
solicitude, the importance of 
which demands the undivided ex- 
ertions of those concerned, who, 
n is hoped and expected, will be 
prepared to deliberate with that 
wisdom requisite to produce the 
happy result so necessary to the 
welfare of the connexion at large. 
The above mentioned confer- 
ence is notified by the request of 
many of the Elders in the different 
States who calculate to attend. 

In behalf of the Elders and 
brethren of the Christian 
connexion. 

EDWARD B. ROLLINGS, 


FREDERICK PLUMER. 

N. B.. As each Elder must be 
at expence in travelling to and 
from the conference, and also for 
horse keeping while sitting in con- 
ference, it is expected of, and en- 
joined on the Churches, that they 
should furnish their Elders or those 
brethren whom they may send,with 
the means to defray these expen¢- 
es. 











GENERAL MEETING 


LT is decided that the General 
Meeting, appointed in the minutes 
ef the Hartwick Conference, ehall 
be holden at Galway, to com. 
mence the first Saturday in June 


AT GALWAY, N. Y. 


next. We hope all the preaehera 
who can possibly attend, will come 
like clouds full of rain. 


Broadalbin, March 12, 1819. 








